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Book Notices. 409 

HARMONY OF THE BIBLE WITH SCIENCE.* 



This work of Dr. Kinns has been carefully verified by specialists in the various 
sciences. It is interesting to see how closely the agreement between Geology and 
the Bible can justly be made out. The author does not carry the Nebular Theory 
quite so far as Guyot in his work on "Creation." He carries it through the first 
day of the Mosaic account. Yet even this is not necessary. It may not apply to 
more than the first verse, since the introduction of light in the Mosaic account 
may refer to the appearance of light at the surface of the earth, just as the intro- 
duction of the sun, moon and stars on the fourth day may, as Dr. Kinns holds, 
refer to the becoming visible of the heavenly bodies through the scattering mists 
which up to the end of the carboniferous period had largely concealed them from 
sight on the surface of the earth. The first appearance of light might have been 
from the earth's own photosphere. Gradually, as this photosphere diminished and 
the heavy vapors became less, the sun, whose light had also more or less penetra- 
ted to the surface, became visible, and the great change of climate, of fauna and 
flora took place in and after the permian period, as pointed out by our author. 
However this may be, it does not affect the general argument. The correspond- 
ence between the Bible account of creation and science is still complete. The 
author is no believer in evolutionism, as he finds abundant and clear evidences 
against it in the facts revealed by geology. Aside from geology the book contains 
some interesting astronomical statements and illustrations, and addenda chapters 
on Assyrian Antiquities, the Signs of the Zodiac, the Scheme of Eedemption and 
the Efficacy of Prayer. It contains also a long list of names of eminent scientists 
who hold to the agreement between science and religion. It professes to give the 
latest results of science. It is written in a spirit of Christian devotion. It it 
considerably popularized by story and anecdote, and perhaps on that account 
somewhat profuse, yet interesting and instructive to the general reader. 

J. A. Edgren. 



PENTATEUCH CRITICISM FOR THE PEOPLE.t 



The two books whose titles [are given below differ most widely in their stand- 
point and aim, while they are alike in this that both seek to make their argu- 
ments and conclusions within the comprehension of the average thoughtful 
mind. Both are intended for the general reader of the Scriptures. Mr. Newton 
addresses the " intelligent and thoughtful " in our churches, and seeks to spread 
an "intelligent conception of the Bible" through the laity. This conception is 
that of " the composite structure of the Pentateuch," " the gi'oundlessness of 
the traditional theory of its Mosaic origin," " the growth of the Pentateuch," 
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